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STOP THE STACK 

Dear Councillor,
A hazardous waste incinerator burning toxic materials next to schools, nurseries, homes and a community hub of businesses - in the heart of your ward - is closer to approval than most residents realise. Fornax (North East) Ltd has applied for a permit to operate this hazardous site at Aycliffe Business Park. Unless councillors like you speak out now, our community may be left with lasting health and environmental consequences, and no meaningful say in the outcome.
This is no routine objection. It’s an ever-growing cross-party movement of over 3,000 local residents, businesses, schools, and elected representatives who all agree, this incinerator poses unacceptable risks, it was pushed through on flawed grounds, and it must be stopped!

Why This Demands Your Attention
· Proximity to people: The site is just 300-600 metres from schools, nurseries, a college and homes.
· 24/7 toxic emissions: It would burn 10,500 tonnes of hazardous and clinical waste year-round, releasing PM2.5 particles, dioxins, and heavy metals, all known to harm children, vulnerable people, and ecosystems.
· A dangerous design already built: Fornax has already constructed a 30-metre emissions stack, despite the Environment Agency advising during planning that this height was inadequate to disperse harmful pollutants safely. This raises serious concerns about both the safety of the design and the credibility of the permit process.
· A misrepresented location: Fornax described the area as “mostly industrial.” In truth, it’s a mixed-use area with children’s activity centres, a swimming pool for families, gyms, cafes, restaurants, churches and health facilities with thousands of visitors each week. 
· Independent experts agree: A full peer review of the permit application identified major discrepancies and flawed modelling. The science behind this proposal simply doesn’t stand up to scrutiny.
· Threat to food and farming: Livestock and produce are located within 300 metres. No one should have to question the safety of their local food supply.
· Planning overruled: Durham County Council rejected the proposal on solid planning grounds. The Planning Inspectorate overruled this, but the Environment Agency still has the power to reject the operating permit.

A Breakdown in Public Trust
The Environment Agency has cancelled open meetings numerous times and refused to meet directly with residents. The EA agreed only to a behind-closed-doors session with Great Aycliffe Town Council where questions were filtered. Many feel shut out, ignored, and misled.



What We’re Asking of You
Please use your platform and position as a leader to:
· Publicly oppose the permit as other councillors and MPs have already done.
· Write to the Environment Agency, urging them to reject the permit due to risks to public health, environmental harm, and procedural failure.
· Encourage your fellow councillors to take a united cross-party stand. A clear message from local government matters.
· Support residents and businesses in demanding transparency, accountability, and full public consultation.

Time Is Running Out
The Environment Agency’s consultation closes 18th July 2025. Every voice matters now, especially yours!
🔗 Submit objections and learn more at: www.stophli.org/objectionguidance
🔗 Facebook groups:  www.facebook.com/stophli.org 
www.facebook.com/groups/495317788261224

Thank you for your time, your leadership, and for helping to protect the health, safety, and integrity of our local community.

Warm regards,
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